Charlie told me sometime ago, that he was the best versed in Society etiquette of any young man in the city, I think he's sweet and I enjoy conversing or dancing with him, he is so affectionate. Dr. James is.
In my next, dear Nell, I will tell you about a couple of engagements in high hfe. I might mention one this week. Will Battell has engaged a new washerwoman. The reasons are obvious.
Nell, dear, you have no idea how much I think of Charlie. I would be almost willing to forsake Society for the sake of becoming his wife -if he would only ask me, but Charlie is wedded to Society.
But I must draw this epistle to a close, dear Nell. You must write me soon. Tell me all about who your fellows are and maybe 111 get your letter inserted in the FLAT CAR.
Take care of yourself. Bye, bye. Your's more than anybody else's
Jessie.
That Was The Day That Was
BY LiDA L. CREENE
The Day promised to be pleasantly ordinary. In First Floor West long tables were stacked with books and brief cases; heads were bent over page and manuscript. Once in awhile someone stopped in the door to look up at the Little General on his horse. We were beginning to feel complacent. All was peace and usualness-until the phone rang, that is.
Mr. Jack Musgrove, the Curator, was calling. The office of the Secretary of State had phoned Mr. Musgrove with the information that a New York book firm was offering the 1844 Iowa constitution for sale at three thousand five hundred dollars. The document was an original, they believed. Shouldn't the State of Iowa buy it, they wanted to know.
The Library had known about the sale. As a matter of fact we had read the descriptive blurb and had gaped at the price. What Iowa historical librarian could even dream of spending that kind of money on a publication. Even a rare (and rejected) 1844 proposed Gonstitution.
We 3500.00
Not in Kuhlman or the Harvard Tercentennial Exhibition, and a book of the "lost extreme rarity and importance; Fitzpatrick, Jowa Territorial Documents. p. 23. Fitzpatrick states : "But few copies of any of the Territorial publications are known to exist, and in some cases the actual number is one." Whiie no census of copies has been taken, it is thought that not more than two or three copies survive ; we have never had another nor seen one on the market in more than fifty years. In 1844 the people of this newly settled frontier clamored for statehood and produced this lofty document. It was a model code for free, enlightened self-government indeed it served as such in Monterey in 1849 and elsewere, yielding provisions common today in many State Constitutions. Yet the makers were perhaps too ambitious, taking into their boundaries most of southern Minnesota. Congress could not accept this and insisted that Iowa settle for a somewhat curtailed domain.
[ Harvard Tercentennial Exhibition 18; "First printing of the first constitution accepted by the voters." Fitzpatrick, p. 24 ; not in Kuhlman, The convention found little to change from the earlier effort. A section is added that disqualifies from holding office any citizen who has been engaged in a duel ; the article on County Organization is dropped; and other niinor variations could be pointed out. The only significant difference is the yielding to Congress on the matter of boundaries which are here set forth to include the present area of 56,147 square miles. Maybe that aint hay, but it's one whale of a lot of com I). This, being acceptable, Iowa wu admitted to the Union December 28, 1846 under this Constitution.
[ There has been a great flood in the Mississippi river recently. At Clinton the water was ten inches higher than in the memorable flood of 1870, submerging much of the town, destroying much property. We have no report of the aggregated loss, which must be very large; but individuals and firms lost heavily, some as high as $20,000. The streets had more the appearance of a river than of land thoroughfares. The railroads and bridges were entirely under water, so that it was somewhat hazardous to occupy them; and many private parties lost heavily from inundated cellars containing valuables.
